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Kent and Jo Wilsey were asked by his parents in 2013 to consider moving to their family’s

century ranch to “help out”. In 2014, they made the move from North Carolina with their 14

year old daughter and created Elk Creek Foods to supplement the income of the ranch.

The first greenhouse Kent built was hydroponic with three types of heirloom tomatoes, several

types of lettuce, kale, basil, bok choy, and other vegetables. Tomatoes in there must be

pollinated by hand as it is enclosed and few, if any, bees make it inside. It is a time-consuming

process, but it does give you time to inspect each plant and think about other things if you wish.

This was the only greenhouse for the first two years. They had a successful outside garden their

first year with beans, sweet corn and melons.

Next they were able to add greenhouse two. In it they’ve rotated crops of peas, varying varieties

of cucumbers and tomatoes, radishes, including Daikon radishes, several types of peppers and

onions.

This year, with the help of two employees, they’ve been able to add a third greenhouse and

automate the water to it and #2. Automated watering has made life a lot easier. Greenhouse 3

is all tomatoes- Striped German, Brandywine, Valencia, Big Beef, lots of Five Star Grape,

Speckled Roman and Romas.

Their first employee has been an excellent addition as he’s had experience with watering

systems and greenhouses. Their second employee was a high school student who had visited

with them last year at the market. When she saw an ad for help, she called with such interest in

what they do. It was wonderful showing her their different greenhouses and how each one was

different from the other. Explaining how the NFT hydroponic system worked and the science

behind the watering really interested her. The farm misses her dearly now that she’s returned

https://www.facebook.com/people/Elk-Creek-Foods/100057285894952/


for her senior year in high school. They have two others who help on harvest day. They pick and

package, a huge help.

The goal in starting this endeavor was to help supplement the money earned on the ranch,

since a ranch this size couldn’t possibly support five people. They realized they were helping

feed people fresh food they really liked. Then they started asking the question, “What food

can’t you find here that you’d really like to have?” So now by some people, the farm is known as

the people who grow the cool, weird stuff. That fits them pretty well! Educating people on

where their food comes from is more fun than they ever thought. Working side by side, is as

well. They’ve had people come to their booth and tell them, “I like coming to your booth, you

guys are fun and you talk to people.”

They’ve learned a lot together. It’s been a tough year with pests, grasshoppers, deer, heat, and

smoke. But as farmers are always being heard to say, “Next year will be better.”


